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Return to our
basic mission

successfully “unloaded” the major

drag on its operations: its antiquated
insurance service. Currently, the Alliance is
focussing its resources toward serving the
educational and charitable needs of
Lithuanian-Americans and their varied or-
ganizations. As part of its reorganization
the Internal Revenue Service has con-
firmed the Alliance’s exempt and de-
ductible status as a public charity under
Section 501(c)(3) of the IRS Code. Its
standing as a central national organization
was likewise confirmed through its group
ruling determination.

The Alliance is now in the process of
reestablishing its long standing interstate
network of local chapters.

The Lithuanian Alliance of America
has become the primary Lithuanian Ameri-
can cultural facility in New York City. It has
developed into a multifaceted community
organization bringing together a broad
spectrum of artists and culture activists in
the promotion and development of our
unique culture and linguistic patrimony.

As you already know, the Alliance has
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Lithuanian Alliance of America

Members Meeting

i
h‘. -

ber and Tévyné correspondent.

LIUCIJA K. PAKNYS

he Lithuanian Alliance of Amer-

I ica members meeting was held on

Saturday, October 3, 2015, at the Al-

liance home office at 307 W 30 Street, New
York.

Registration began at 10 a.m. It was a
pleasure to take in the beautifully reno-
vated meeting room-gallery and tastefully
prepared reception which greeted the at-
tendees.

The meeting was opened by LAA
president attorney Saulius Kuprys. His
report detailed this venerable organiza-
tion's past, present and future plans. He
recalled LAA founders: Dr. Jonas Slifipas,
Dr. Jonas Basanavicius, Rev. Alexander
Burba and other historic luminaries of
the period, Because of their pioneering
efforts, the organization continues to
serve us in the present.

Saulius Sirusas, LAA vice-president
and treasurer reported on the organiza-
tion’s finances. The LAA finances are in
good shape.

The report of the Executive Secre-
tary and building administrator, Laima
Mihailovich, followed. She undertook the
heavy burden and thankless labor of ren-
ovating the home office. The successful
art auction helped underwrite the re-
modeling of the main hall-gallery. She re-

LAA members meeting in New York. SLA nariy susirin-
kimas, New Yorke. Right: Liucija Paknys, veteran mem-

ported that the renovation of the first and
second floor is now completed. The
restoration of the exterior of the building
now needs to be addressed. Artists Julius
Ludavicius, Ieva Martinaityté-Mediodia
and Aidas Bareikis all contributed to up-
grading the building. The meeting con-
veyed its great appreciation for their
work. LAA member Povilas Debesis was
thanked for his contribution and super-
vision of the patio garden.

Michael and Patricia Cholewka were
in charge of member registration. Gra-
zina Janusiené welcomed new members.

Jonas Stundzia and Aldona Gobuzas
reported on the management of the LAA
archives and their status.

The meeting was conducted in an ef-
ficient and orderly manner. All the re-
ports on the activity of the Alliance
members were presented in a clear and
organized fashion so that no questions
were raised, and the reports were ac-
cepted as presented.

The meeting conveyed its approval
and wished the board success in its ex-
emplary and successful administration
of the Alliance.

The meeting was conducted in a cor-
dial and positive manner, which bodes
well for its future development.
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Susivienijimo Lietuviy Amerikoje

Nariy suvaziavimas

LIUCIJA K. PAKNIENE

ivyko Sestadieni, 2015 m. spalio 3 d. SLA patalpose 307 W 30

Street, New Yorke. Nuo 10 val. r. vyko nariu registracija.
Malonu buvo jéjus apzvelgti graziai atnaujinta sale-galerija.
Netrukus prasidéjo susirinkimas.

Suvaziavima atidaré SLA prezidentas adv. Saulius Kuprys.
Jis savo iSsamioje ir turiningoje kalboje, apibtidino Sios senos li-
etuviu organizacijos praeiti, dabarti ir ateities planus. Jis
prisiminé SLA jkaréjus: dr. Jona Slifipa, dr. Jona Basanaviéiy,
kun. Aleksandra Burba ir kitus to laikotarpio Sviesuolius,
kuriy déka Sios organizacijos veikla tesiama ir Siandien.

Saulius Sirusas, SLA vice-prezidentas ir kartu izdininkas,
pranesé apie organizacijos finansini stovi. Finansai yra geroje
padétyje.

Seké SLA Tarybos Vykdomosios sekretorés ir pastato ad-
ministratorés Laimos Mihailovich pranesimas. Jai teko Sio is-
torinio pastato atnaujinimo darbas. Jos pastangu déka, visa tai
buvo pasiekta. Suruostos meno kiiriniu varzytinés (aukcionai)
sutelkti 1lésu salés-galerijos irengimo darbuy islaidas padengti.
Pirmo ir antro auksto vidaus remonto darbai yra baigti, dabar
lieka pastato iSorés atnaujinimas ir ripinamasi Siam tikslui
sutelkti 1ésu. Daug pasidarbavo dailininkai Julius Ludavicius,
Ieva Martinaityté-Mediodia ir Aidas Bareikis. Jiems reiskiama
didelé padéka uz ju tritisa. Buvo padékota SLA nariui Povilui
Debesiui uz paaukotas géles ir uz gera kiemelio priezitira.

Michael ir Patricia Cholewka pavyzdingai tvarké nariu
registracija. Grazina Janusiené, verbuojanti naujus narius,
pasidziaugeé nariy gauséjimu.

Jonas Stundzia ir Aldona Gobuzas supazindino narius su
SLA archyvu tvarkymu.

Susirinkimas vyko gerai, organizuotai ir sklandziai. Visa
informacija ir veikla suvaziavimo nariams buvo patiekta labai
aiskiai ir sistematingai, tad jokiu klausimu bei diskusiju ne-
sukeéle.

Nauju kandidatu Vykdomajai Tarybai neatsirado ir neb-
uvo pasitlyta. Tad, linkime siam Vykdomajam Tarybos sasta-
tui savo pavyzdinga, sekminga ir konstruktyvy darba testi.

Sekeé graziai ir turtingai paruostos vaisés. Suvaziavimo
nuotaika buvo labai gera ir maloni. Sios Vykdomosios Tarybos
déka, SLA ir toliau gyvuos.

Susivienijimo Lietuviu Amerikoje nariu suvaziavimas

Good neighbors, Marius Marijosius and Algis Vedeckas of the
Lithuanian National Foundation, which made a generous grant
supporting LAA exempt activities.

Promoting art and the LAA mission, Julius Liudavicius on behalf
of SLA307, Laima Mihailovich, LAA administration, and Saulius
Sirusas, LAA finances.

New Yorkers Algis Norvila (I.) and Raimundas SliZys join in sup-
porting the LAA mission.

Dr. Giedré Kumpikas (I.) and Jonas Stundzia confer on the future
of LAA. Dr. Kumpikas made a generous contribution, enhancing
the audio/visual capabilities at the LAA home office. A sincere
acia!
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At the Alliance / Susivienijimo pastate

1S k.: Tautos Fondo administratorius Povilas Debesis, SLA vykdomoji sekretoré Laima Mihailovich, LR generalinis konsulas New Yorke
Julius Pranevicius, Seimo Pirmininké Loreta Grauziniené, LR ambasadorius JAV Rolandas Kricitinas, Tautos Fondo tarybos
pirmininkas Marius Giskonis ir Tautos Fondo valdybos pirmininké Laima Sileikyté-Hood.

Our Home in Manhattan

he principal asset of the organization is
Tthe building in Manhattan, New York. Its

location alone bespeaks its importance,
which is reflected in its 10001 zip code. The
building is located one half block from Madi-
son Square Garden and New York's historic
Penn Station, as well as the Central Post Of-
fice.

The building is a four-storied structure
with a basement and patio garden. Itis cur-
rently being used for various Lithuanian New
York-centered activities. It is also home to
the Lithuanian National Foundation. The first
floor has been converted into a gallery. In
addition to the art exhibits, under the aus-
pices of SLA307, it is used for concerts,
commemorations, and community meetings.

The Alliance Building has been the venue
for academic lectures and readings, docu-
mentary and art film presentations, as well
as classical, folk and contemporary music
performances.

Lietuvybeés tvirtové New Yorko centre

Lietuvos Seimo Pirmininké ir Uzsienio Reikaly Ministras aplanko SLA

LAA hosts President of the Lithuanian Parliament and Minister of Foreign Affairs

Susivienijimas Lietuviu Amerikoje
(SLA) — seniausiai veikianti lietuviu or-
ganizacija, 2015 m. rugpjtcio 30 d. priimeé
savo biistinéje New Yorko centre Lietuvos
valdZios atstovus, LR Seimo pirmininke
Loreta GrauZziniene kartu su ja lydinciais
LR ambasadoriumi Jungtinéms Ameri-
generaliniu konsulu New Yorke Juliu
Praneviciu.

Apsilankymo metu sveciai susitiko

su SLA vykdomaja sekretore Laima Mi-
hailovich ir Tautos Fondo atstovais —
tarybos pirmininku Mariu Griskoniu ir
valdybos pirmininke Laima Sileikyte-
Hood.

VieSnagés metu sveciai susipazino
su SLA istorija ir jos dabartine veikla.
SLA pastatas buvo isigytas dar pries Pir-
maji Pasaulini kara, 1913 metais. Jame
dabar veikia SLA ir Tautos Fondo rast-
inés. Nukelta j 8 pusl.

Honored guests at the LAA home office. Lithuanian Consul General NY Julius
Pranevicius, Foreign Minister Linas LInkevicius, Lithuanian National Foundation Laima
Sileikyté-Hood, Lithuanian National Foundation administrator Povilas Debesis, Rolan-
das Kacinskas, and LAA president Saulius Kuprys.
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Art at the Alliance / Meno parodos

s I a SLA307 Art Space
307 W 30th Street
307 New York, NY 10001
sla307.com

SLA307, an artspace in the historic
Lithuanian Aliance building provides
local and international contemporary
artists a forum to explore critical is-
sues within art and culture in New
York City. SLA307 sponsored a num-
ber of art exhibitions throughout the
year as well as a series of public pro-
grams including lectures, perform-
ances, and film screenings.

Visual Art and Film Presentations
SLA307 is an artist run artspace estab-
lished in 2014, located on the first floor
of the Alliance building. Most recently
SLA307 organized solo shows of artists
leva Mediodia and Daina Mattis. Previ-
ous exhibits included Lithuanian art
and sculpture from the collection of Vir-
ginia and Peter Sirusas, an exhibition of
American Folk Art from the collection
of Laima and John Hood, as well as and
exhibition of contemporary Lithuanian
and Latin American art presented by
Paul Debesys.

The space is also used for film screen-
ings. The films of Gabrielé Urbonaite,
Marija Stonys, Ramuné Sakalauskaite,
filmmaker and artist Moko Fukuyama,
and veteran. Last summer SLA307
screened “Jonas Mekas. Life Is Just Be-
ginning” by Audrius Naujokaitis.

Folk Arts: Choral and Dance

The Alliance promotes and supports
Lithuanian folk culture. It has enabled
the formation of a Lithuanian choral
group, which met regularly at the Al-
liance center. This group participated in
the North American Lithuanian Song
Festival in Chicago and the North
American Lithuanian Folk Dance festi-
val in Baltimore.

Traditional Folk Art Classes

Folk traditions and crafts are among
the other activities which the Alliance
promotes. Among these are classes in
traditional egg decorating during the
Easter season and the making of tradi-
tional Lithuanian Christmas tree orna-
ments at Christmastime.

Dainius Glinskis: promo- Two artists meet at SLA307: Kes Zapkus (l.) and exhibit
ting art through SLA307. author leva Mediodia.

CALL FOR ARTISTS

You are invited to join a SLA307 group show “"Smart Dust”
December 9, 2016 - January 7, 2017

The term “Smart Dust” was conceived by UC Berkeley Professor Kris Pister in the
1990s. In his futuristic conception, the planet is sprinkled with zillions of micro/nano
electro mechanical systems (MEMS), which monitor, detect, and interpret everything
on Earth: light, temperature, vibration, magnetism, weight, chemicals, and, by exten-
sion, human thoughts, feelings, and desires.

Each artist may contribute one artwork in any media. We ask that the work be as
small as possible — no bigger than 8 in. x 8 in. The goal is to create tension between
a minimum of size and a maximum of contributors.

Please, call or email to make an arrangement for artwork drop off: Julius Ludavicius
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LAA Archives / SLA Archyvuose

HISTORIC ARCHIVES

he Alliance home office houses an extensive and unique archive, which
Tdates back to the 1890’s. This collection encompasses a library of rare

books, a periodicals collection, irreplaceable historic photographs doc-
umenting the community's immigration history, and the organization’s data
bank. Some of the periodicals have already been microfilmed but a signif-
icant number still need to be processed. The organization is seeking fund-
ing to enable the preservation of its collection of unique historic publications.
Grants have been received from the Lithuanian Foundation in Lemont IL and
the New York-based Lithuanian National Foundation. A number of scholars
have visited the facility and are lending their expertise in accomplishing
this. Among them are Prof. Ramunas Kondratas, long time curator at the
Smithsonian Institute; Dr. Joseph Skirius, Pedagogical University in Vilnius,
an authority on immigration history; Prof. Giedrius Subacius Endowed Chair
at the University of lllinois; Dr. Robertas Vitas, Director of the Lithuanian
Research and Study Center in Chicago.

Most recently three scholars from Lithuania worked
on the archives to organize, catalog and preserve
this unique collection. Their report will be published
in the forthcoming issue of Tévyné.

Musy archyvai: Langas | musy istorija
JONAS STUNDZIA

2015 m. rugséjo ménesi New Yorke vie$éjo Lietuvos na-
cionalinio muziejaus Ikonografijos skyriaus vedéja ir Vilniaus
dailés akademijos doktoranté Jolanta Bernotaityté.
Muziejininké doméjosi iSeivijos rysiais su Lietuva XIX a.
pabaigoje — XX a. pradzioje, kovos uz Lietuvos nepriklausomybe
iSeivijoje istoriniu palikimu, susipazino su SLA veikla ir ¢ia
saugomais archyviniais dokumentais bei vaizdine medziaga.
Nors SLA pastate vyko intensyviis remonto darbai, viesnia mal-
oniai priémé ir savo Ziniomis pasidalino SLA ir Tautos Fondo
darbuotojai Laima Mihailovich, Jonas Stundzia, Laima
Sileikyte-Hood, ir Povilas Debesis.

Kartu su SLA archyvo vadovu Jonu Stundzia J. Berno-
taityté darbavosi studijuodama ivairia medziaga — knygas, pe-
riodika, smulkiosios spaudos leidinius, fotografijas ir kt.
Bendromis pastangomis vienu metu buvo tesiamas jau ne pir-
mus metus J. Stundzios organizuojamas archyvo sisteminimo
darbas ir ieskoma svarbiu Lietuvos valstybés ir lietuviu
kulttiros istorijos liudijimu. Sudarius SLA archyve saugomu se-
niausio pasaulyje lietuviu laikrascio Tévynés komplektu sa-
vada paaiskéjo, kad archyve esama nemazai geros buklés
dublety. Buvo uzmegztas rysys su Lietuvos Nacionaline M.
Mazvydo biblioteka ir pradéta svarstyti galimybeé dél ju persi-
untimo i Lietuva. Rasta ir Lietuvoje leisty laikras¢iu numeriu,
kuriu truksta Lietuvos bibliotekose, taip pat vertingu originaliu
fotografiju, kaip, pavyzdziui, SLA metinio suvaziavimo, kuri-
ame dalyvavo dr. Jonas Slifipas dalyviu nuotraukos, prezidento
Kazio Griniaus portretas. Lietuvos nacionaliniam muziejui
SLA perdaveé unikaly istorini eksponata — 1900 metu SLA veéli-
ava, kuri bus kvalifikuotai restauruota ir pritaikyta Lietuvos
valstybingumo raida ir kultiiros istorija atspindinciose ek-
spozicijose bei leidiniuose.

Vilniaus dailés akademijos doktoranté Jolanta Bernotaityté su
SLA darbuotuoju Jonu Stundzia.

Studying and preserving our history

Last September, Jolanta Bernotaityté, a PhD candidate at
the Vilnius Academy of Arts and director of the Iconography
Department at the National Museum of Lithuania visited the
home office of LAA in New York. Bernotaityté was collecting
data on our community’s ties with Lithuania during the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries — the beginning of
the struggle for Lithuania’s independence. She took particu-
lar note of the activities of the LAA, a key player at the time.
She reviewed extensive archival material collection and sup-
plemental visual material. While the LAA building was un-
dergoing intensive repair work, her requests were nevertheless
accommodated to the fullest extent possible. Representatives
and staff from LAA and the National Foundation Laima Mi-
hailovich, Jonas Stundzia, Laima Sileikyté-Hood, and Povilas
Debesis assisted the visiting scholar.

Bernotaityté worked alongside LAA archive coordinator
Jonas Stundzia studying a variety of materials: books, period-
icals, small press publications, photographs, and historic arti-
facts. Jonas Stundzia initiated the work of systematizing the
collection. This included identifying important documents re-
lated to Lithuania’s statehood and its cultural history. The col-
lection contains the world’s oldest Lithuanian newspaper —
Tévyneé. A review of the collection revealed that the archive
has a number of quality duplicates and consideration is being
made to possibly transfer them to the Martynas Mazvydas
Lithuanian National Library in Vilnius. A number of rare
Lithuanian publications were also identified which are not
found in Lithuania’s archives. There is a collection of price-
less original photographs, such as those from LAA National
conventions attended by Dr. Jonas Slifipas. A portrait of Pres-
ident Kazys Griniaus was discovered. LAA transferred a
unique historical artifact, the LAA flag from 1900 to the
Lithuanian National Museum, where it will be expertly
pressed, preserved and restored.
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From the LAA Time Capsule / IS SLA archyvo — Tévynés reklamos
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SLA307 - NYC

November & December

DAINA MATTIS
THE PRESENT MATTER

drawings and sculpture

Through December 4,
2016

GALLERY HOURS:
WEDNESDAY - SUNDAY 11AM -
6PM

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT:
949-306-4381

DAINA MATTIS ARTIST TALK
NOVEMBER 18 / FRIDAY
DOORS OPEN 6:30PM

ARTIST LECTURE 7PM

[HIPTTT

Nostalgia, 2016, graphite on paper

Lietuvybés tvirtove

Tesinys nuo 4 pusl.

SLA pastatas yra tapes lietuviu
susitelkimo centru Mannhatan, New
York. Paskutiniu metu SLA suorganizavo
net trejas internetines meno varzytines.
Gautos pajamos igalino pastato pirmo
auksto kapitalini atnaujinima kur dabar
rengiamos meno parodos ir yra vystoma
lietuviy kultiiriné veikla.

SLA Siuo metu persiorganizuoja is
saviSalpos organizacijos i kultiirine vi-
suomenine organizazija. Persitvarkymo
metu sékmingai iSsaugotas pastatas ir
SLA archyvai.

Pastate yra laikomas SLA archyvas,
kurio apimtyje veikia knygynas, laik-
rasciu archyvas, istoriniy nuotraukuy rin-
kinys ir lietuviskos organizacinés veiklos
dokumentai. Archyva prizitri ir tvarko
SLA archyvu komiteto pirmininkas
Jonas Stundzia. Praeityje SLA pastata yra
aplanke nemazas skaicius istoriniu as-
menybiu: Lietuvos patriarchas dr Jonas
Basanavic¢ius, Martynas Ycas, prez. An-
tanas Smetona. Paskutiniu metu yra ap-
silankes UZsienio reikalu ministras Linas
Linkevicius.

ALLIANCE OF AMERICA

LISHED 1886

s LIETUVIU AMERIKOJE
ITAS 1886m.

Tapkite SLA nariu -
Junkimeés j nariy vajy!

Become a card carrying
Lithuanian-American

Join the oldest Lithuanian American organization serving our community since 1886

Lithuanian Alliance of America, with its home office in Manhattan is ideally located to promote Lithuanian culture
in the center of New York. Your membership will enable the Alliance to undertake various educational and cultural
activities promoting our heritage and preserving it for future generations. Please join today and invite your friends

and neighbors to do the same.

Name

Address

City State

Zip

Email

[] Individual membership $25
[] Family membership $35
[] Institutional membership $100

Please make checks payable to

Lithuanian Alliance America

307 W. 30th Street New York, NY 10001
Tel: 212-563-2210




